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�T he Republic of Angola, within the framework of its re-
lations with various countries in the world has a vast 

diplomatic network in Asia and Oceania. Thus, in accordance 
with the Regional Diplomatic Coverage Map approved by His 
Excellency João Manuel Gonçalves Lourenço, President of 
the Republic of Angola in 2020, through its Embassy in the 
Republic of Singapore it has guaranteed the deployment in 
the 17 countries (Singapore, Philippines, Brunei, Indonesia, 
Australia, New Zealand, East Timor, Fiji, Palau, Marshall Is-
lands, Solomon Islands, Nauru, Tuvalu, Kiribati, Samoa, Ton-
ga and Papua New Guinea), Nations with which it has friend-
ship and cooperation ties.

� Of these countries, some certainly stand out more than 
others, due to their importance in world geopolitics and geo-
strategy. The Angolan Government, within the scope of the 
process of diversification of its economic base, has as its main 
flag Economic Diplomacy, capable of attracting foreign pri-
vate investment that may contribute to the country’s socio-
economic development. 

� But, what concerns us most in our journey of economic 
diplomacy in the countries of coverage is the fact that most 
citizens and main players do not know the Republic of Ango-
la, such as its history, roots, culture, where it is located, how 
many inhabitants it has, habits and traditions, and what busi-
ness opportunities it offers with a view to deepening cooper-
ation in various areas. Because there is a need to increasingly 
strengthen the bonds of friendship and cooperation between 
our countries, hence we publish this important communica-
tion tool, as well as to intensify our actions in the social net-
works (diplomacy and digital marketing) in order to showcase 
Angola and to accompany economic diplomacy.

� On the other hand, at a time when the country celebrates 
the forty-sixth anniversary of Independence, important events 
have marked Angola’s political and social panorama:
a)  On 2 March, 2021, His Excellency João Manuel Goncalves 

Lourenço, President of the Republic of Angola announced 
the timely Revision of the Constitution of the Republic 
with a view to clarifying the issue of Parliament’s oversight 
of the acts of the President of the Republic, which also cov-
ered the issue of the vote of Angolans living abroad, as well 
as the gradualism of local elections in Angola, which Ac-
cording to the Angolan Head of State, “aims to ensure the 
stability of the country”;

b)  On March 30, 2021, His Excellency Daniel António Rosa 
presented to His Excellency Halimah Binti Yacob, President 
of the Republic of Singapore, the Credential Letters accred-
iting him as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Angola in the Republic of Singapore;

Opening Note
c)  In April, 2021, under the motto “Angola-Peace, National 

Unity and Democracy”, the country celebrated with great 
patriotic exaltation, the nineteenth anniversary of the con-
quest of effective peace, a necessary condition for the much 
desired economic growth and sustained development;

d)  On 16 August, the Constitutional Revision Law came into 
force, enshrining, among other things, the right to vote for 
the first time in the country’s democratic history for Ango-
lan communities living abroad in the 2022 General Elections 

e)  On 15 October, 2021, His Excellency the President of the Re-
public, speaking before the Members of the National Assem-
bly (Angolan Parliament) in what was his last speech on the 
state of the nation in the current legislature, highlighted the 
good relations that the Republic of Angola enjoys with coun-
tries around the world and the opportunity that it has had to 
“develop intense diplomatic activity, whether in person or vir-
tually, with some of our partners aimed at deepening, consol-
idating and diversifying our cooperation in the most varied 
areas”;

f)  With regard to the Covering Countries, Angola has been in-
tensifying its cooperation in various areas with mutually ad-
vantageous results and benefits. In the case of Angola and 
Singapore, for example, the warm exchange of messages on 
the occasion of the National Days of both countries between 
the respective Heads of State, His Excellency João Manuel 
Gonçalves Lourenço and Her Excellency Halimah Binti Ya-
cob is a testimony. In August, 2021, the Private Investment 
and Export Promotion Agency (AIPEX) (on behalf of Ango-
la) and Singapore Cooperation Enterprise (on behalf of Sin-
gapore) signed a Memorandum of Understanding in the eco-
nomic field. Moreover, Angola and Indonesia held the first 
Meeting of the Joint Bilateral Commission between the Min-
istry of External Relations of Angola and Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Indonesia, an event that took place on October, 7. 

� More than the visible symbolism, there is, in the victori-
ous events of Angola’s recent history, a realism, an intrinsic 
truth embodied both in the wise guidance of the Nation’s des-
tiny and in the maturity of the People, who are reinvigorated 
at every turn of the long journey.

� Thus, the facts recounted in this Digital Diplomatic News-
paper (in two versions, English and Portuguese, and on a 
monthly or bimonthly basis) are a testimony and an argument 
for the continuous mission to “Improve what is right and cor-
rect what is wrong” in the path of the country’s development 
and the unavoidable effort of the Government to improve the 
living conditions of the populations. .
Daniel António Rosa
(Ambassador)
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The Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Angola, in Singapore, His Ex-
cellency Daniel António Rosa, presented on March 

30, the Letters of Credence that accredit him in this ca-
pacity to Her Excellency Halimah Binti Yacob, President 
of the Republic of Singapore.

The ceremony, held at Istana Palace, was attended by the 
Interim Head of Protocol of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of this Asian country, Chia Wei Wen, to whom he previous-
ly delivered the Copies of the Letters of Credentials.

The Head of Ceremonial of the Presidency of the Re-
public, among other members of the Presidential Cabi-
net and the Diplomatic Mission, were also present at the 
event. The new head of the Angolan Diplomatic Mission 
in Singapore was appointed in October last year by the 
President of the Republic, His Excellency João Manuel 
Gonçalves Lourenço.

 In the audience granted to him by H.E. President Hali-
mah Binti Yacob, the diplomat referred to the need to 
strengthen cooperation between Angola and Singapore, 
particularly in the economic, commercial and business 
sectors, among others.

During the meeting, Mr. Daniel António Rosa provided 
information on the political-diplomatic, economic and 
social reforms underway in Angola, where he pointed out 
investment in small and medium-sized companies as a 
sector that can be used by Singapore, in addition to sec-
tors such as oil, agriculture and fisheries, livestock, indus-
try, transport, telecommunications, information and me-
dia technologies, construction, tourism, mining industry, 
among many other areas, within the scope of the diversi-
fication of the national economy.

The ambassador also referred that the main flag of the 
current governance has been the fight against corrup-

Ambassador Daniel Rosa with President Halimah Yacob.

Angola’s new ambassador to Singapore 
presents Credentials
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tion, a challenge for which Angola also counts on Singa-
pore’s experience, taking into account its rich history in 
this field. “Singapore is a great economic power in Asia, 
it is part of the “Four Asian Tigers”, and it is an important 
world financial center, so it can pass on its experiences 
and knowledge to the country”, said the official.

With regard to economic and trade cooperation, he stated 
that one of his priorities is to make Singaporean compa-
nies interested in investing and doing business in the An-
golan market, in the context of (economic diplomacy), an 
area in which they will be essentially focused the actions of 
the Embassy in Singapore and other 16 countries under de 
jurisdiction of the Embassy in Southeast Asia and Oceania.

Asked by the President of the Republic about other prior-
ities, the Ambassador spoke of the need to revitalize the 
negotiations, with a view to signing, soon, important legal 
instruments of cooperation, especially the Memorandum 
of Understanding between the Republic of Angola (repre-
sented by AIPEX) and Singapore Corporation Enterprise, 
a driving and dynamic document for the strengthening of 
business relations, among others.

President Halimah Binti Yacob
In turn, the Head of State of Singapore expressed her 
country’s total openness in working with the Angolan au-
thorities in strengthening bilateral relations between the 

two countries in various areas, especially in the exchange 
of experience in matters of combating corruption, having 
applauded on the occasion the efforts of the President of 
the Republic, João Manuel Gonçalves Lourenço, aimed at 
fighting corruption in order to prevent the flight of capi-
tal necessary for the country’s development.

According to the new map of regional diplomatic cov-
erage recently approved by the Angolan Head of State, 
which aims to reduce costs with Embassies, while main-
taining the country’s presence in various parts of the 
world, Angola’s diplomatic representation in Singapore 
will be under its jurisdiction a total of 16 countries from 
Asia and Oceania.

Mr. Daniel António Rosa was Angola’s Ambassador to 
the Republic of Guinea Bissau and the Republics of Sene-
gal and Gambia (the latter as a non-resident), dean of the 
diplomatic corps and permanent representative of Ango-
la in the Community of Portuguese-speaking Countries 
(CPLP), and replaces the current functions the also diplo-
mat, Fidelino Loy de Jesus Figueiredo.

In addition, Mr. Daniel Rosa is a career ambassador, grad-
uated in Political Science from the High School of the 
Communist Party of Cuba, “Nico López, Havana, Repub-
lic of Cuba, specialized in International Political Science 
from the International Diplomatic Academy in Paris, and 
concluded the course in diplomatic strategy at the Cen-
ter for Diplomatic and Strategic Studies in Paris-France, 
among other academic backgrounds. .
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The Angolan Private Investment and Export Promo-
tion Agency (AIPEX) and the Singapore Cooper-
ation Enterprise (SCE) signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding to strengthen cooperation between An-
gola and the Asian country.

The memorandum, which was confirmed through virtu-
al format, was signed by the chairperson of the AIPEX 
Board of Directors, António Henriques da Silva and the 
Executive Director of SCE, Kong Wy Mun.

During the ceremony, the AIPEX CEO explained the pri-
vatization programme underway in Angola, particularly of 
some State assets in sectors of the economy, such as bank-
ing, insurance, industry, trade and telecommunications.

He reaffirmed AIPEX’s commitment to do everything to 
make the Memorandum operational, in order to material-
ize the objectives undertook by the parties.

Mr Henriques da Silva said that the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding was part of the concrete actions that the An-

AIPEX and Singaporean counterpart 
sign Memorandum of Understanding

golan Government has been taking to diversify the econ-
omy and boost national production, as well as increase 
exports and reduce imports.

“The aim is to transform the economy, by diversifying its 
productive base, based on a model of growth led by the 
private sector,” he explained.

According to the AIPEX PCA, the areas of agriculture, in-
dustry, infrastructure, transport and tourism were among 
the priorities of the MoU.

AIPEX’s expectation, he said, was that Singapore’s invest-
ment, know-how and experience would contribute sig-
nificantly to the process of diversification of the Angolan 
economy.

In order to carry out the planned actions between the two 
institutions, Mr Henriques da Silva said that an Angola/Sin-
gapore business Forum was due to be held in the short term.

“The partnership with the SCE will allow AIPEX to find 
quicker ways of adopting mechanisms for the creation of 
a better business environment,” he said.

In his turn, the Angolan Ambassador to Singapore, His 
Excellency Daniel António Rosa, noted that the African 
nation offers many opportunities for Singaporean inves-
tors and the Embassy would support the Memorandum.

The Chairperson of AIPEX was in Singapore from 14th to 
20th November within the scope of the Bloomberg Forum 
and took the opportunity to meet with the CEO of SCE, 
Mr Kong, and the meeting served to further strengthen 
existing relations within the framework of the commit-
ments in the Memorandum of Understanding. .
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Angolan communities abroad 
may vote in 2022 elections

Angolan citizens living abroad will be 
able to exercise their right to vote 
in the next general elections, 

provided they have valid identity doc-
uments.

The guarantee was given by the 
Minister of Territorial Adminis-
tration, Marcy Lopes, at the press 
conference for the presentation of 
the Proposal of Revision Law of 
the Constitution of the Republic, 
analyzed on March 2, by the Council 
of Ministers and sent to the National 
Assembly (Angolan Parliament), on the 
same day, for approval.

Marcy Lopes also explained that those citizens 
with expired identity documents should update them at 
the diplomatic missions of the countries where they are, 
before proceeding with voter registration. 

“Only those who present proof that they are Angolan cit-
izens, with a document issued by the competent national 
authority, will register in person,” the minister said, add-
ing that those who claim to be national citizens, without 
carrying any document that identifies them as Angolan, 
will not be able to register.

With the approval of the Constitutional Revision Law 
(Law n.˚ 18/2021, of 16 August), voting abroad became 
a reality, and for the first time Angolan communities 
abroad could vote. 

In his State of the Nation speech on 15 October 2021, His 
Excellency the President of the Republic João Lourenço 
said that “for the first time since the implementation of 
multiparty system in Angola, citizens abroad will be able 
to vote.”

Speaking at the Central Act in Singapore, of the celebra-
tion of the 46th Anniversary of National Independence, 
His Excellency Daniel António Rosa, Ambassador of the 
Republic of Angola in this country, said the unofficial vot-
er registration process is currently underway throughout 
the country, in order for national citizens of voting age to 

exercise their right to participate in this important 
act of citizenship. 

“For Angolan citizens residing in Singa-
pore, the Philippines and other coun-

tries under the jurisdiction of this 
Embassy, the unofficial voter regis-
tration update process is expected 
to begin in January 2022 and ends 
in March of the same year. No new 
voter cards will be issued, but the 
Identity Card will be enough for the 

update of the aforesaid registration. 
Technical teams from the Ministries 

of Territory Administration, External 
Relations, and the Embassy in Singapore 

are expected to be engaged to work on the 
process from January next year.” .
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Singapore and Angola National Day - Angolan 
and Singaporean heads of State exchange 

congratulatory messages 

H.E. President of the Republic of Singapore, Mad-
am Halimah Binti Yacob, congratulated her An-
golan counterpart, His Excellency João Manu-

el Gonçalves Lourenço, and the Angolan people on the 
celebration of the 46th Anniversary of National Indepen-
dence, marked on 11 November 2021.

In the letter, H.E. President Halimah Yacob said that 
“on the auspicious occasion of the Independence Day 
of the Republic of Angola, it gives me great pleasure to 
convey on behalf of the people of Singapore, my most 
sincere congratulations and best wishes for the contin-
ued peace, happiness and prosperity of your country 
and people. 

“As we continue our common efforts to overcome the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Singapore will continue to work 
closely with the international community to protect lives 
and livelihoods and mitigate the impact wrought by the 
pandemic,” the letter from the leader of the Republic of 
Singapore further states.

It is recalled that on the occasion of the celebration of the 
56th anniversary of the Independence of the Republic of 
Singapore, celebrated on 9 August, the Angolan Head of 
State, H.E. João Manuel Gonçalves Lourenço addressed 
a message of congratulations to his counterpart for the 
date, and reiterated the “interest of the Angolan Govern-
ment in continuing to strengthen friendship and cooper-
ation ties that unite the two countries”. .
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Within the framework of strengthening and 
tightening cooperation relations between the 
Republic of Angola and the Republic of Indo-

nesia, the First Political Consultation Meeting between 
the Ministry of External Relations of the Republic of An-
gola and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of 
Indonesia was held on 07 October 2021, in virtual format.
The meeting was co-chaired by His Excellency Clemente 
Pedro Francisco Camenha, Director for Asia and Oceania 
of the Ministry of External Relations of the Republic of 
Angola, and by His Excellency Daniel Tumpal Simanjun-
tak, Director for African Affairs of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia.
The meeting took place in an atmosphere of great open-
ness and cordiality, based on the recognition by the heads of 
both delegations of the excellent relations existing between 
the two countries, and on the willingness to see the ties of 
friendship and cooperation strengthened in various areas. 
The session took place under Article 1 of the Memoran-
dum of Understanding between the Ministry of External 
Relations and Foreign Affairs of the two Countries, signed 
on 11 April 2017 in Jakarta-Indonesia.
At the meeting, the parties reviewed the current state of 
bilateral relations, particularly with regard to political and 
economic cooperation, and discussed issues of common 
interest of regional and international scope.
Both delegations agreed to intensify the process of final-
izing the Memorandum of Understanding on the Estab-
lishment of a Joint Commission for Bilateral Coopera-
tion; the conclusion of the internal procedure of the Visa 
Exemption Agreement for holders of Diplomatic and 
Service Passports, the General Agreement on Economic, 
Scientific, Technical and Cultural Cooperation; as well as 

the presentation of a new Candidate for the position of 
Honorary Consul of the Republic of Indonesia in Angola.
The two countries intend to explore the possibility of 
signing a Preferential Trade Agreement between the two 
countries.
They called for the encouragement of stronger coopera-
tion in higher education institutions and technical coop-
eration between the two countries.
The delegation of the Republic of Angola congratulated 
the Republic of Indonesia for assuming, from the 1st of 
December of the current year, the rotating chairmanship 
of the G20. For this purpose, the Angolan Government 
supports and hopes to collaborate with Asian country in 
raising the awareness of the developed countries to bring 
more benefits to the least advanced countries and reduce 
the existing differences. 
The delegations expressed their concern in relation to 
the COVID-19 pandemic that ravages humanity, and 
urged the vaccine-producing countries to lift protection 
of patents on them, as well as the transfer of technology, 
contributing significantly to the production of vaccines 
locally by the poorest countries, in order to facilitate and 
speed up the immunization of the populations.
Angola and Indonesia share the same opinion regarding 
mutual support for each country’s candidacies in various 
international organizations. The Asian nation side ex-
pressed its appreciation and thanks for Angola’s support 
to its candidacy as a Non-Permanent Member of the UN 
Security Council for the biennium 2019-2020 and in the 
Human Rights Council for the period 2020-2022; as well as 
support to other candidacies to multilateral organizations. 
The Second Meeting of Political Consultations will be 
held in Angola.
In 2016, Angola and Indonesia signed a number of legal 
instruments, including a General Agreement on Eco-
nomic, Cultural, Scientific and Technical Cooperation, an 
Agreement on Visa Exemption in Diplomatic and Service 
Passports and an Agreement on Political Consultations. 
An Agreement between the Chambers of Commerce of 
the two countries was also signed.
In 2018, the Heads of State of the two countries exchanged 
messages whose content focused mainly on the need to 
strengthen bilateral relations. .

Angola and Indonesia hold first bilateral 
political consultations meeting
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Angola and US sign investment agreement 
in renewable energy sector

The Angolan Ministry of Energy and Water and 
SUN Africa (American company) linked to the re-
newable energy sector signed last 20 September in 

Washington, an investment agreement.

The event, witnessed by the President of the Republic, His 
Excellency João Lourenço, was signed between the Min-
ister of Energy and Water, João Baptista Borges and the 
representative of SUN Africa.

The moment took place at the end of the investment fo-
rum held in the US capital, an initiative of the US Cham-
ber of Commerce with its branch in Angola, the American 
Chamber of Commerce in Angola (AmCham-Angola). .
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Angola attends Africa-Singapore 
Business Forum

The Republic of Angola, participated from the 23rd 
to 25th of August of this year, in the Sixth Edition 
of the Africa-Singapore Business Forum (ASBF) 

the main platform for promoting business exchange and 
thought leadership between Africa and Asia.

During the event the Chairperson of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Angolan Private Investment and Export Pro-
motion Agency (AIPEX), Mr António Henriques da Silva, 
representing the African nation made a speech whose ob-
jective was to promote business opportunities in Angola. 

The Forum was organized by Enterprise Singapore and 
brought together over 2,000 business and government 
leaders from 30 countries to explore partnerships and op-
portunities for growth between these two dynamic regions.

Even with the COVID-19 pandemic, there are still many 
prospects for investment and collaboration between the 
two regions.

This year’s edition of the ASBF was held virtually and 
addressed critical issues and identified opportunities in 
key sectors and areas including digital technology, fi-
nancing, innovation, manufacturing, sustainability and 
urban solutions.

In addition to insightful panel discussions, participants 
also accessed and networked with potential business 
partners through virtual business matching sessions.

This forum has a network of over 500 business leaders 
from top companies. .
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Angolan Ambassador Daniel Rosa 
meets counterparts

After the presentation of his credential letters that 
accredited him as Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Angola to 

the Republic of Singapore, the Head of Mission His Ex-
cellency Daniel António Rosa multiplied in diplomatic 
contacts, with visits to his counterparts accredited in this 
Asian country.

In this context, the Angolan diplomat met with the Dean 
of the African Group of Ambassadors and the General 
Dean of the Diplomatic Corps, H.E. Modise Casalis Mok-
itlane and H.E. Tumur Ikhagvadorj, respectively.
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He also held separate meetings with his counterparts 
from Brazil, H.E. Eugenia Barthelmess; H.E. Mário Rui 
Dos Santos Miranda Duarte, (Portugal); H.E. Maria Na-
talia Guterres Viegas Carrascalao (East Timor); H.E. Jo-
seph Del Mar Yap Kick Kuoa (Philippines); H.E. Jean de 
Dieu Uwihanganye (Rwanda); H.E. Jessica Maria Lopez 
Pena (Venezuela) and with the chairpersons of Sonangol 
Asia Ltd. (H.E. Óscar Brito); the Chairperson of the Execu-
tive Committee of the Singapore Cooperation Enterprise, 
(H.E. Kong Wy Mun), among other political, diplomatic 
and business entities. .
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Angolan Embassy attends Africa Day celebrations

The celebration of the 58th Anniversary of May 
25th, Africa Day took place on May 27th, 2021, in 
Singapore, in virtual format, due to the restric-

tions of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Under the theme: “Partnerships for the Economic and So-
cial Development of Africa”, the event was organized by 
the African Group of Ambassadors, in Singapore, in part-
nership with the Singapore Business Federation.

As speakers, the event was attended by His Excellency 
Alvin Tan, Minister of State for Trade and Industry, and 
Minister of State for Culture, Community and Youth, as 
guest of honour; His Excellency Modise Casalis Mokit-
lane, High Commissioner of South Africa; His Excellency 
Jean de Dieu Uwihanganye, High Commissioner of the 
Republic of Rwanda and His Excellency Ambassador Vic-
tor Daniel Ramirez Pena (Charge d’affaires of Cuba).

His Excellency Mahmoud El Maghraby, Ambassador of the 
Arab Republic of Egypt; H.E. Claudius D. Nhema, Charge 
d’affaires for the Republic of Zimbabwe; H.E. Rebecca Adau-
go Ucheagwu Ibe, Charge d’affaires for the Federal Republic 
of Nigeria; Assistant to the Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Singapore Business Federation, HE Darius Lim, 
and His Excellency Ambassador of Angola Daniel Antó-
nio Rosa, six of whom are diplomatic representatives of the 
Member States of the African Group of Ambassadors.

The Ambassador of the Republic of Angola, His Excellency 
Daniel António Rosa addressed the sub-theme “Africa’s In-
dustrialization Process as a Condition for Socio-Economic 
Development”, stating that “African countries will hardly 
achieve sustained socioeconomic development without 
industrialization. The management of natural resources 
in Africa is still done without the normal transformation 
process. This situation occurs in sectors such as fisheries, 
agriculture, oil, telephone products, among many other ex-
amples, where everything is exported without processing”.

“Africa has to assert itself from within, for all those raw 
materials over which the continent has a certain domain, 
and is the main world producer, that at least a good part 
of the value chain is processed in Africa. But it is also 
necessary to strengthen legislation, as only in this way 
will we have remarkable successes, to create jobs and sig-
nificantly reduce the poverty rates that our continent still 
faces”, said the diplomat.

The Angolan Ambassador also underlined that the “pro-
cess of industrialization and transformation of our products 
within the continent can bring other benefits, such as the 
reduction of accentuated carbon dioxide emissions, in addi-
tion to bringing advantages in the generation of renewable 
energy resources , which are the largest in the world, in order 
to make clean energy and, therefore, allow this industrializa-
tion to be also based on contributions to climate action, and 
therefore also to be a basis for the green economy”. .
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External Relations Minister Téte António 
defends principle of equality between States

The Angolan External Relations Minister, His Ex-
cellency Ambassador Téte António, on (November 
12), in Luanda, that Angola will continue to devel-

op its foreign policy based on the principles of respect 
and equality between States.

Speaking to the press, on the sidelines of the celebration 
of Angolan Diplomat Day (12 November), the official said 
that the African country defends the peaceful resolution 
of conflicts and the need for cooperation between peo-
ples, progress and social justice.

According to Ambassador Téte António, the Angolan 
diplomacy has continuously sought to direct its actions 
in protection of national interests and has contributed to 
the establishment of a climate of peace and regional sta-
bility, aimed at creating conditions for the development 
of effective economic cooperation.

He also recalled the role of Angolan diplomacy in the inter-
national arena, stressing that, in the current context, marked 
by the financial crisis and by Covid-19 pandemic, economic 
diplomacy is one of the main goals of foreign policy.

He considered this to be one of the most important as-
pects, both at the strictly economic and commercial lev-
el, in the bilateral and multilateral relationship, aimed at 
promoting the country’s image abroad.

The ceremony paid homage to 52 diplomats who went 
into retirement and made their contribution towards 
building a strong and dynamic Angolan diplomacy.

Angolan Diplomat Day was established within the scope 
of the creation of the Ministry of External Relations, with 
the creation of the first Government of the then People’s 
Republic of Angola, on 12 November 1975, through the 
promulgation of Decree-Law No. 1/75. .
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46th National Independence Anniversary 
celebrated in Singapore and in countries 

under jurisdiction

The forty-sixth anniversary of National Indepen-
dence of the Republic of Angola was celebrated 
virtually this Wednesday (17/11), in Singapore and 

in other countries under the jurisdiction of the Embassy, 
in an act presided by His Excellency Ambassador Daniel 
António Rosa.

The virtual event was also attended by His Excellency the 
Secretary of State for Trade and Industry, and for Culture, 
Community and Youth, Alvin Tan, representing the local 
Government.

“Africa We Want” on the Common Strategic Framework 
for Inclusive Growth and Sustainable Development’.

“This Plan, the Development Strategy and the Agendas, 
which are being implemented, constitute the basis of the 
remarkable progress that Angola has been recording in 
recent years, both in the political, economic and financial 
spheres, as well as in the social and cultural domains”, 
said the Ambassador.

In this sense, he continued, “the consolidation of a dem-
ocratic, free and participatory society; the promotion of 
national unity and cohesion; the promotion of human 
development and well-being by raising the educational 
and health level of the population; the promotion of sus-
tainable development; the diversification of the national 
economy and macroeconomic stabilization; the mitiga-
tion of social and regional asymmetries; the promotion 
and competitive insertion of the country in the world 
economy, particularly in Africa and the commitment to 
economic diplomacy capable of attracting foreign pri-
vate investment, are essential objectives that constitute 
the “flag” by which His Excellency the President of the 
Republic, João Manuel Gonçalves Lourenço , its Govern-
ment and other institutions put a lot of efforts, capacities 
and intelligence”.

In his speech, His Excellency Ambassador Daniel Antó-
nio Rosa thanked the friendship, fraternity and solidarity 
that the Peoples of the world have given to the Angolan 
People, a gesture confirmed by this honourable virtual 
presence in this commemorative act which takes place 
under the theme “United, let us build a prosperous Ango-
la”. Prosperity based on the goals and objectives that the 
country defined within the framework of the National De-
velopment Plan (PDN 2018-2022) and the Long-Term De-
velopment Strategy, “Angola 2050”, complemented with 
the 2030 Agenda on the Sustainable Development Goals 
of the United Nations and the African Union Agenda 2063 
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He said that the Angolan reality registers evident facts 
that confirm that Angola is walking sustainably in the 
path traced for its development.

“We are aware that the road ahead is long and it is not, 
and could not be free from difficulties, including skep-
ticism, states of anxiety and impatience on the part of 
some, which result in certain demonstrations of citizens 
who demand from State institutions and entities and burn 
steps, and more accelerated steps so that the social needs 
felt on a daily basis are met, in a “blink of an eye”.

“These are natural and normal behaviours in a free, toler-
ant, inclusive and democratic society that we are building 
and consolidating, so the Government, in addition to the 
dynamics it undertakes with the objective of gradually 
satisfying the legitimate aspirations and expectations of 
citizens, understands that it is in the permanent social di-
alogue that existing problems must be clarified and over-
come”.

“Governing in a national situation still characterized by 
varied and complex problems, and their own weakness-
es, and in a global context of economic and financial 
crisis caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic, and political 

and social disturbances, imposes the duty of prudence 
and serenity on those who conducts the process, in this 
case the Government, under the risk of jeopardizing all 
the achievements accomplished over several decades of 
struggle and sacrifice”, he argued.

“Based on the governance motto “Improving what is 
good and correcting what is wrong”, the Angolan Gov-
ernment has focused its action on improving mecha-
nisms that generate efficiency and effectiveness in gov-
ernment, incessantly combating the dangerous factors 
of development, namely economic crime, corruption 
and impunity that unfortunately have taken root in so-
ciety, putting into question the greater interest of the 
Nation”, he referred.

He also said that Angola’s macroeconomic forests point 
to an economic growth of 2.4% for the year 2022. This 
growth recovery track is expected to reduce unemploy-
ment levels, improve the well-being of citizens and the 
business environment.

The Head of Mission reported on voting abroad for Ango-
lan communities residing in Singapore, the Philippines 
and other countries under the jurisdiction of the Embas-
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sy, whose unofficial electoral registration is expected to 
begin in January 2022.

In the context of foreign policy, he recalled that the Re-
public of Angola maintains its position as an internation-
al strategic partner; promoter of peace, stability and har-
monious and sustainable development of People, above 
all in Africa.

According to the Ambassador, “Angola will continue to 
strengthen its cooperation with the Republic of Singa-
pore and with the other countries of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), of diplomatic cover-
age of the Embassy.

In relation to Singapore, he added that the “combination 
of comparative advantages, such as the financial and 
technological conditions that this country has and the 
wealth of natural and mineral resources and business op-
portunities that Angola has, can increase financial flows 
to our country, thus contributing to the process of so-
cio-economic development, particularly in the construc-
tion of infrastructure, manufacturing industry, among 
other priority sectors.

“At the same time that we register the presence of Sin-
gaporean companies in Angola and of the countries of 
under its jurisdiction, we would like to see Singapore 
also explore the economic value of these resources in our 
country, generating and creating more jobs, more infra-
structures, training more Angolan staff, and all of this on 
the basis of technology and knowledge transfer, as these 
technological, financial and qualified human resources 
could bring other advantages in economic and financial 
cooperation, with mutually advantageous results and 
benefits,” he said.

On climate, he said that the Republic of Angola is strong-
ly committed to the cause of climate change. 

Ambassador Daniel António Rosa expressed his desire to 
see concluded the legal instruments of cooperation that 
are being negotiated following the signing on 17 August 
of the Memorandum of Understanding between the Pri-
vate Investment and Export Promotion Agency (AIPEX) 
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and the Singapore Cooperation Enterprise, which in his 
view “contributed inexorably to strengthening the ties 
of friendship and cooperation existing between our two 
countries and peoples”.

In his turn, the Minister of State for Trade and Industry, 
and for Culture, Community and Youth, His Excellen-
cy Alvin Tan, pointed out that Angola has made great 
progress since the conquest of its independence in 
1975. “It is inspiring to see the progress of your country, 
despite the challenges of the past, and its commitment 
to peace and stability, especially in the Great Lakes re-
gion.” He expressed the desire to intensify trade be-
tween Angola and Singapore, and said he wanted to 
see more Angolan companies operating in Singapore, 
besides Sonangol.

Also as part of the National Day celebrations, the Embas-
sy’s Institutional Communication and Digital Marketing 
Strategy was approved, to follow up economic diplomacy 
in the 17 countries covered by the Diplomatic Mission. 
The action aims to fill the information gap that exists 
about Angola in these countries, as well as to dissemi-
nate credible and up-to-date information about the Afri-
can country’s government. The strategy includes the Dig-
ital Diplomatic Newspaper, the Portal, and the increase 
and use of social networks, through the Embassy’s plat-

forms, such as Twitter, Youtube, Instagram and Facebook, 
already created. The Gallery of Honour of the Presidents, 
Ministers of External Relations and Ambassadors of the 
Republic of Angola was inaugurated.

The ceremony was attended virtually by politicians, dip-
lomats, business people, the Angolan community living 
in Singapore and in the countries under the jurisdiction 
of the Embassy, and other members of civil society. A 
similar event took place in Manila, Philippines, where the 
Embassy has an Office. .
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Endiama signs mining investment 
contract with Rio Tinto

A mining investment contract, relating to the “Chi-
ri” diamond concession in Lunda Norte province, 
was signed (on October 8) in Lisbon (Portugal) 

by Angolan company Endiama and Anglo-Australian 
company Rio Tinto.

The contract was initialled by the chairperson of Endia-
ma, Ganga Júnior, and by Kennerhbe Tainton, represent-
ing Rio Tinto.

In accordance with the provisions of Presidential Decree 
No. 298/18 of 5 December, the exploration area that was 
the subject of the understandings reached in the various 
negotiation rounds, held with Rio Tinto, since April 2019, 
has an extension of 108 km², with an exploration term of 
35 years.

The mining investment document provides, in an initial 
phase, 75% participating interests for Rio Tinto Angola 
and 25% for Endiama E.P. and the establishment of a joint 
venture.

The contract, which will last for five years, also provides 
for the possibility of the Angolan side increasing its stake 
to 49 percent.

On the sidelines of the ceremony, the Minister of Mineral 
Resources, Oil and Gas, Diamantino Azevedo, said that 
Angola is a country that has always opted to work with 
the best mining companies in the world, and so it is in 
this sense that it has sought to work with Rio Tinto.

“Rio Tinto is one of the best mining companies in the 
world and whose technical capacity, experience and way 

of operating are of interest to Angola, with the aim of 
adding value to the Angolan mining sector, contributing 
to an increase in diamond production,” he said.

According to the government minister, in the near future 
the aim is to achieve production of 14 million kilats of di-
amonds per year, that is why the agreement signed here 
underscores the need to take steps in that direction.

In his turn, the representative of Rio Tinto, Kennerh-
be Tainton, believes that the diamond sector has a very 
promising future in Angola, due to its history, that is why 
his company is interested in investing in it. 

“Rio Tinto is aware of the efforts made by the Angolan 
government to develop the diamond sector with the im-
plementation of the Mining Code and economic diversi-
fication programmes,” he added.

Rio Tinto is an Anglo-Australian multinational, with head-
quarters in London (United Kingdom) and in Melbourne 
(Australia), and is represented in over 20 countries.

Founded in 1873, the Rio Tinto Group is a mixed company 
traded on both the London Stock Exchange.

 The British Rio Tinto Company was formed to exploit 
copper mines in the Rio Tinto in southern Spain, and 
hence takes its name.

The Rio Tinto Group is a mixed company traded on both 
the London Stock Exchange. It was voted by the Great 
Place to Work Institute (GPTW) as one of the one hun-
dred best companies to work for in Brazil. .
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Angola committed to climate change cause

The President of the Republic, His Excellency João 
Lourenço, said on 2 November in Glasgow (Scot-
land) that Angola considers climate change one of 

the greatest challenges facing humanity.

The President supported his statement 
by the direct and indirect effects that 
they cause to the economic and so-
cial life of nations. 

The Angolan Head of State, who 
was speaking at the 26th United 
Nations Conference on Climate 
Change (COP26), considered envi-
ronmental actions as “a real challenge 
to development”.

In this context, he said that Angola embraces the cause 
of protection and repopulation of mangroves through a 
national campaign of replanting mangrove seedlings 
along the extensive national coastline.

Currently, he noted, the national energy network already 
included 62 percent of non-polluting energy sources, and 
it is aimed at reaching 70 percent by 2025.

He noted that the country had recently signed 
an agreement in Washington with the In-

ternational Conservation Fund (ICCF) 
for the conservation of the Luen-
gue-Luiana and Mavinga parks, for 
the protection of animal and plant 
wildlife, as well as the development 
of sustained international tourism.

In his speech, the Angolan states-
man also recalled that Angola has al-

ready approved the National Strategy for 
Climate Change 2021-2035, aiming at reaching 

the objectives set out in the Paris Agreement.

“My Government recently approved an important pack-
age of environmental legislation, instruments that will be 
decisive in the fight against climate change,” he said.

In this vein, he said that Angola is aligned with the interna-
tional consensus on sustainable development, including Af-
rica - 2063, in line with the Sustainable Development Goals.

He said that the Angolan Government favoured the pro-
duction and consumption of clean energy from existing 
hydroelectric dams and others yet to be built.

According to President João Lourenço, his government 
prioritized promoting renewable energy sources, particu-
larly photovoltaic energy production projects, with solar 
parks that will reduce consumption of fossil fuels in elec-
tricity production.

He added that the country had also defined its contribu-
tion, materialized in the reduction of carbon intensity 
in electricity production, with a timeframe of 2025, and 
complementary actions in the field of sustainable man-
agement of forests, transport and agriculture.

“Adaptation actions related to improving the climate re-
silience of our communities and the protection of social 
and economic investments have also been identified,” 
H.E. João Lourenço said.

The Angolan President reiterated “the firm will and deter-
mination” of Angola to remain committed to climate action 
and the adoption of a low-carbon development model. .
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IMO – Singapore Maritime Singapore 
Window Project Picks Angola Port

The International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
and Singapore have selected the Port of Lobito 
(Angola) for a pilot project to establish an efficient 

digitalized system for electronic exchange of information 
in ports for ship clearance. 

The Single Window for Facilitation of Trade (SWiFT) 
Project will develop a one-stop system that enables the 
electronic submission of information required by various 
Government agencies when ships call at the pilot port. 
This concept is known as the Maritime Single Window 
(MSW), which allows required data elements to be elec-
tronically submitted only once, through a single portal, 
to regulatory agencies and other parties in a fast, reliable, 
efficient and COVID-secure way. 

The SWiFT Project was launched in March 2021 with a 
call for expressions of interest to participate. Following 
an overwhelming response from applicants, the Project 
will commence its pilot phase in the Port of Lobito on 15 
November 2021. 

The pilot will be supported by Singapore via in-kind con-
tributions and by IMO via the Integrated Technical Co-
operation Programme.

Under the pilot project, the selected country will be ad-
vised on the legal, policy and institutional requirements 
to implement an MSW system. The port will be provid-
ed with a functional MSW software and IT services con-
figured to the country’s needs and the technical require-
ments of its port. Training, alongside advice on policy 
reforms required to successfully implement an MSW, will 
also be offered. 

“Having implemented our national MSW digitalPORT@
SG™ successfully, Singapore stands ready to share its 
expertise and partner IMO Member States such as An-
gola on their digitalization journey towards the future of 
shipping,” said Mr Tan Suan Jow, Dean of the Maritime 
and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) Academy. “On 
top of supporting Angola, the pilot will serve as a model 
for IMO to match donors with Member States for such 
future partnerships. We look forward to playing our part 
to make IMO’s digitalization agenda an inclusive one,” 
added Mr Tan.

“Increased digitalization supports greater efficiency 
which benefits the ship, the port and wider supply chain,” 
said Julian Abril, Head of IMO’s Facilitation Section. “We 
want to support countries that may be having difficulties 
in implementing the FAL Convention requirements for 
electronic data exchange, by supporting a pilot project 
which will show the way and result in know-how which 
can then be shared with others.” 

“Following implementation in the pilot port, the IMO-Sin-
gapore project endeavours to springboard countries in 
their digitalization journey and unlock the full potential 
of their maritime sectors. It is only when most, if not all, 
ports undergo digital transformation, that the full ben-
efits of digitalization can be realized by the maritime 
community,” Mr. Abril said. “With support from IMO’s 
Department of Partnership and Projects, we envisage an 
increasing number of discussions with external partners 
and resource mobilisation efforts to support an ambitious 
scaling-up plan for this pilot initiative.” 

The implementation of MSW supports the United Na-
tions Sustainable Development Goal 9, which seeks to 
build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sus-
tainable industrialization and foster innovation. 

 The IMO-Singapore SWiFT Project builds upon a suc-
cessful project previously that delivered an MSW system 
in Antigua and Barbuda with in-kind and financial sup-
port from Norway. .
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Ambassadress Helena Rosa attends India Day 

On the occasion of the celebration of the Repub-
lic of India National Day in Singapore, Madame 
Ambassadress Helena Antonio Rosa joined on 

September 28 the celebrations with her counterparts. 

Cultural moments were exhibited and shared in the 
context of friendship, solidarity and fraternity among 
the peoples of the world. .
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Filipino group takes 1st place 
at the Porto do Lobito Terminal

Contest opened in May. Filipinos wanted to man-
age the terminal at the Port of Luanda, but lost to 
DP World, from Dubai (UAE). This time, Lobito 

won, but the contest is also contested by CITIC/SPG, a 
Chinese competitor.

The Philippine group International Container Terminal 
Services, Inc. (ICTSI) obtained the best global score in 
the international public tender for the concession of the 
Port of Lobito Multipurpose Terminal.

The company competes with the Chinese from CITIC/
SPG and, in the final evaluation report, it obtained an over-
all result of 16.8 points, against 11.1 for the second place.

The opening of the public tender took place in May and 
bids from competitors were submitted until September 
30th. Three companies were in the race for the conces-
sion of the terminal for a period of 20 years, but, on Octo-
ber 1st, only the Filipino ICTSI and the Chinese CITIC/
SPG were approved for the presentation of the proposals.

According to the final report, eligible bidders had to sub-
mit paid-in equity of not less than $25 million. They also 
presented net assets of not less than the equivalent of 
USD 100 million, an average annual turnover for the last 
fiscal years of not less than the equivalent of USD 100 
million, in addition to technical capacity.

In this last requirement, the competing companies had to 
have, directly, or through subsidiaries, a participation of 
not less than 25% in at least three port terminal conces-
sion operations, in the last three years.

In evaluating and ranking the bids, the Filipino bidder 
obtained, in almost all criteria, the best rankings. .
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Luanda Biennial helps build the paths 
to peace-President João Lourenço

The President of the Republic of Angola, H.E. João 
Lourenço, said November 27 that the holding of 
the Luanda Biennial is an opportunity to reflect on 

issues that can help build the paths of peace and harmo-
ny between peoples and nations.

He said that Angola is an example of a country plagued 
by an armed conflict that lasted for decades, but that 
managed to find the paths to lasting peace and project, in 
conditions of stability, the construction of a democratic 
society in which forgiveness and reconciliation prevail, 
tolerance, and the feeling of solidarity with the peoples 
of the continent, who are still facing armed conflicts and 
their consequences.

Speaking at the opening of the second edition of the 
Luanda Biennial - Pan-African Forum for the Culture of 
Peace, which runs until the 30th of this month, João Lou-
renço advocated the need for Africans to understand the 
real causes of the climate of conflict that still prevails, in 
order to meet the formulas that lead countries to leave 
the situation of uncertainty and instability that they face 
more quickly.

“It is imperative that we recognize the immediate need 
for a general effort to stem the recurrent outbreak of con-
flicts of different nature, which constitute factors of insta-
bility and a strong obstacle to progress and development 
on the continent”, he referred.

“We defined an internal line of conduct in which we im-
posed, on ourselves, the culture of peace and tolerance at 
all levels of Angolan society, so that the specter of war is 
definitely removed from our reality”, he said.

As he said, “it is in this spirit, resulting from political 
achievements in favor of national unity, that we want to 
continue to consolidate peace and national reconcilia-
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tion and advance towards economic progress and social 
well-being”.

On the other hand, the Angolan statesman noted that 
Covid-19, which has ravaged the world since 2019, condi-
tioned, on a large scale, the execution of the action plans 
approved on that occasion, which places countries facing 
the need to re-examine, with realism, the strategies out-
lined above and adapting them to the current situation.

The opening ceremony was attended by the presidents of 
Portugal, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, of the Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC), Félix Antoine Tshisekedi, of Con-
go, Denis Sassou Nguesso, and of São Tomé and Príncipe, 
Carlos Vila Nova.

Also participating are the Vice President of Costa Rica, 
Epsy Campbell Barr, who represents her country and the 
diaspora, and the Vice President of Namibia, Nangolo 
Mbumba.

The Luanda Biennial is a project born from the conver-
gence of strategic policies and programs between three 
main partners, the Government of Angola, UNESCO and 
the African Union.
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It is inspired by the African Cultural Renaissance Charter, 
which advocates that culture is the surest way for Africa 
to increase its participation in world scientific production 
and face the challenges of globalization.

The event presents and proposes spaces for reflection, 
exhibition and dissemination of artistic creations, good 
practices, ideas and knowledge related to the culture of 
peace.

It considers the UNESCO Operational Strategy for Pri-
ority Africa 2014-2021 which identifies “Building Africa 
for building inclusive, peaceful and resilient societies” as 
well as the African Union Agenda 2063.

The Luanda Biennial is being organized by the Govern-
ment of Angola, UNESCO and the African Union. .
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